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REPRESENTATIVES FROM AWEA VISIT CENER 
 
Sarriguren (Navarra), 9 June 2011.- Two directors from the American 
Wind Energy Association (AWEA) have visited the facilities of CENER’s Wind 
Turbine Test Laboratory in the Navarra town of Sangüesa today. 
 
Marsha Funk, Director of Business Associates and Development and 
Elizabeth Salerno, Director of Data Analysis and Industry of AWEA were 
accompanied by Marta Rafecas, from the Sector Development Division of 
Gamesa, and they expressed their interest in visiting the test centre that is 
already a benchmark in the international wind sector. At the LEA, they were 
received by Pablo Ayesa, Wind Energy Director of CENER, Javier San Miguel, 
Business Development, and Luis Figuerido, technician from LEA, who also 
took the opportunity to comment on the good relations that exist between 
United States institutions and CENER.  Proof of this is the recently renewed 
agreement with the US National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) and 
the collaboration agreement signed this year with Grand Valley State 
University, in Michigan. 
 
The representatives from AWEA have participated this week in the Wind 
Convention, which the Business Wind Association organises each year in 
Madrid, and they have taken advantage of this circumstance to choose 
some energy facilities and centres of interest in our country, in order to 
organise a visit, for around the month of October, of political 
representatives from the United States. 
 
Apart from the LEA, the AWEA representatives visited the blade 
manufacturing plant of Gamesa in Aoiz, today, as well as the Renewable 
Energy Control Centre (CECOER) of Acciona in Sarriguren. 
 
More information: www.cener.com 
 
About CENER 
 
The National Renewable Energy Centre is a technology centre, with excellent 
qualifications and international prestige, specialised in applied research and the development 
and promotion of renewable energies. CENER has more than 200 researchers, carrying out 
activities on the five continents. The Board of trustees is comprised of the Ministry of Science 
and Innovation, the Research Centre for Energy, Environment and Technology (CIEMAT), the 
Ministry of Industry and the Government of Navarra. 
 
CENER performs its activity in six work areas in the field of energies: wind, solar thermal and 
solar photovoltaic, biomass, bioclimatic architecture and renewable energy grid integration. 
Its headquarters are located in the Ciudad de la Innovación (Innovation Centre), in 
Sarriguren - Navarra, although it has offices in other locations in Spain.  It has modern 
accredited laboratories and technological facilities that are a benchmark all over the world, 
as is the case of the Wind Turbine Test Laboratory (located in Sangüesa), a biofuel 
laboratory, a thermal collector and photovoltaic module test laboratory, as well as a 
photovoltaic cell materials and processes laboratory.  The 2nd Generation Biofuel Centre has 
recently been created. 


